Serial No. 09/835,063 

Amendment Under Rule 116 dated: December 9, 2003 
Attorney Docket No. 225/49847 

REMARKS 

This application is currently under final rejection, and an appeal is pending. 
Applicants respectfully request that the foregoing amendment be entered pursuant 
to Rule 116, in order to place the claims in better form for appeal, by ehminating a 
formal issue which has been raised by the Examiner. The amendment set forth 
above, does not alter the substance or scope of the claim, but merely revises the order 
of the last half of the penultimate paragraph. By way of explanation, Applicants 
note that the phrase quoted in paragraph 1 of the final Office Action ("inner guide 
surfaces planar side surfaces") is a fragment of the entire paragraph which refers to 
two elements which bear against each other: respectively, these are the guide 
surfaces of side walls of the latching housing and the planar side surfaces of the 
latching wedges. The language of the latter half of the paragraph in question recites 
simply that the planar side surfaces of the latching wedges are slideably displaced 
against the inner guide surfaces. Thus, the phrase in question is more easily 
understood if it is enlarged as follows: "against which inner guide surfaces planar 
side surfaces of the latching wedges are slideably displaceable". 

If there are any questions regarding this amendment or the application in 
general, a telephone call to the undersigned would be appreciated since this should 
expedite the prosecution of the application for all concerned. 
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If necessary to effect a timely response, this paper should be considered as a 
petition for an Extension of Time sufficient to effect a timely response, and please 
charge any deficiency in fees or credit any overpayments to Deposit Account No. 05- 
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1323 (Docket # 225/49847). 



Respectfully submitted, 
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